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The Ridgewood Public Schools Music & Dance Program 

provides opportunities that encourage all students to  

develop their capabilities and understandings within the 

arts.  These programs develop and promote skills of  

creative thinking, collaboration, iteration, expression, and 

teamwork that are paramount in today’s world.  

 

Music & Dance Program: 

 Choir  - The Choir Program develops vocal and musi-

cal growth in students through the study and perfor-

mance of diverse and challenging choral repertoire. 

Students are members of the curricular choirs 

(Chamber Choir, Concert Choir, Treble Choir, & 

Chorale) and many students are also involved in the 

Ridgewood Carolers and the A Cappella Program. 

Members of the choir are regularly accepted into the 

NJ All-State Mixed and Treble Choirs and the NJ Re-

gion 1 Choir. The AcaBellas and the Maroon Men com-

pete annually in the International Competition of High 

School A Cappella. The choirs travel every other year, 

most recently to Nashville in 2019.  

 Orchestra - The Orchestra Program cultivates the 

technique and musicianship of students through the 

study of appropriate orchestral literature. Curricular 

Orchestra ensembles include Symphonic Orchestra, 

Concert Orchestra, and Chamber Orchestra.  In addi-

tion to curricular offerings, many orchestra students 

also participate in Jingle Strings, Pit Orchestra, and a 

number of small 

chamber ensem-

bles.  Members of 

the RHS Orches-

tra program are 

regularly accept-

ed into the New 

Jersey All-State 

Orchestra and 

the NJSMA Re-

gion I Orchestra. The orchestras travel every other year, 

most recently to Nashville in 2019   

 Band - The Band Program is renowned as one of New 

Jersey’s top comprehensive music programs, and is Ber-

gen County’s largest band program with over 200 stu-

dents involved each year. The impressive array of curric-

ular and co-curricular ensembles is organized in a logical 

sequence of instruction, which helps each student devel-

op his or her talent and ability while maintaining the high-

est standards of performance. Each of our performing 

ensembles and related groups has received superior rat-

ings at festivals and competitions around the country in 

all areas of band performance, from concert band to jazz 

ensemble, and chamber music to marching band. Our 

reputation for quality music performances is second only 

to the reputation we enjoy for the outstanding quality of 

young adults who pass through our ensembles.  

Music & Dance Program 
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RHS Marching Band 

 

The RHS Marching Band is the music program's 

largest co-curricular program with roughly 100 mem-

bers each year. The Marching Band performs at all 

home football games as well as numerous competitions 

throughout the Tri-State area, including annual compet-
itive performances at MetLife Stadium and USBands 

National Championships. Over the course of the sea-

son, the band works to perfect its musical performance 

while moving through intricate, choreographed drill 

patterns. The color guard adds visual impact to the per-

formance through the use of flags, rifles, batons, sabers, 

and dance.  

Music & Dance Program 
 Dance - The dance program offers students the opportunity to study American 

modern dance technique, history and composition.  There are three levels of dance 

offered at RHS and students perform at a culminating semester-end concert .  In 

addition, the Maroon & White Dance Recital performers prepare solo performanc-

es.  These dancers are studying dance at a high level outside of the high school and 

this series provides them an opportunity to showcase their skills within our com-

munity.  This year's Dance Maroon & White will take place on Thursday, April 2.  

 AP Music Theory - The AP Music Theory class is hard at work learning about 

chords, learning to sing music after looking at it for 60 seconds, and writing down 

melodies that they hear.  After the winter break, the class will start learning about 

writing and analyzing music in 4 part harmony.  Once the AP exams are over in May, the class will be presenting on differ-

ent periods of music history and finish up the year writing and performing our own arrangements of popular tunes.  

RHS Recording Studio 

 

Established in 2017 with generous support from the Ridgewood Education Founda-

tion, the RHS Recording Studio is staffed and managed by the RHS Music Produc-

tion Club. The studio is located in room 145 at Ridgewood High School. The RHS 

Recording Studio is a fully equipped recording studio offering a recording environ-

ment for bands and groups looking to 
record a demo, mixtape, single or an 

album. 

 

In addition, the studio offers a wide 

range of quality microphones, professional outboard equip-

ment, virtual instruments and plugins. Our studio includes a 

control room and a live room (able to accommodate any-

where from 1 person to a full jazz or rock band!). Several 

albums have been recorded and released through the RHS 

Recording Studio including the 2019 ARTBeat Album. You 

can check out the albums by clicking here. 

https://sites.google.com/ridgewood.k12.nj.us/rhsrecordingstudio/discography?authuser=0
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RHS Percussion Ensemble 

 

RHS students Yeajin Lee, Chloe Monplaisir, and James Ser-

venti performed at the Juilliard Pre-College Percussion En-

semble Festival on Saturday, December 14.  They per-

formed  Stubernic - a piece composed for 3 players on one 

marimba. Four other groups performed at the festival 
which started and concluded with a mass ensemble perfor-

mance of the percussion interlude from Dmitri Shostako-

vich's Opera "The Nose." 

 

The trio will perform Stubernic at RHS’ Concert of Small 

Ensembles on Tuesday, February 4, and later that week in 

California during the RHS Bands' California trip. 

The director of the RHS Percussion Ensemble is Gary Fink. 
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The Academy for Teachers 

 

Congratulations to RHS Social Studies teacher Daniel Muro who was recently recognized by The Academy 

for Teachers. Mr. Muro was chosen to participate in The Academy’s master class, “The Declaration of In-

dependence” led by Duke University president emeritus Richard Broadhead.   

 

Teachers selected for Academy for Teachers master classes show passion for their subjects, creativity in 
their classrooms, and devotion to their students. The Academy’s master classes bring outstanding teachers 

together with leading experts, intel-

lectuals, and artists for a day of high-

level instruction and inspiration, ena-

bling teachers to return to their class-

rooms re-energized.   
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RHS Retirement 

 

A huge thank you to Snooky Polulak and Sheila 

Borchers for their combined 62 years of service to 

RHS. Snooky joined RHS in 1988 and is retiring as 

the Secretary for English, Social Studies, World 

Languages and Business. Sheila joined RHS in 1990 
as a Language Lab Assistant and is retiring as the 

Secretary for Math & Science.  

 

Congratulations to you both and thank you for 

your service to our school and community.  
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AHLISA (American History & 

Literature with Integrated Study 

in the Arts) students recently 

took a field trip to NYC to see a 

performance of Slava’s Snow 

Show on Broadway. 

 

Snow Show is a universal and 

timeless theatrical poetic specta-

cle which has enchanted the im-

agination of audiences and critics 

since 1993. It remains as sponta-

neous and magical as on the first 

day it was performed, systemati-

cally catapulting adults back in 
childhood.  

AHLISA 

RHS Seniors 

 

On December 19, the senior class met in the 

campus center for a panel discussion with 

Freshman Alumni from the class of 2019.  The 

alumni students shared their insights into col-

lege life and took questions from the senior 
class.  
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RHS Tiny Desk Concert  

& RHS Morning Report 

 

Please check out the links below for RHS 

Tiny Desk Concert Holiday Edition and 

RHS Morning Report! Both are produced 

at RHS in the RHS Recording Studio and 
RHS TV Studio. 

 
RHS Tiny Desk Concert #2  

 
RHS Morning Report – December 2019  
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A tradition each year in Ms. Parks’ Ger-

man classes is to build gingerbread hous-

es. Pictured right are students in level 

one, but 

the finished 

products 

were made 

by students 

at all levels.  

 

 

RHS German Classes 

RHS French Club 

 

The French Club met on Tuesday, December 

17 to celebrate the end of the year. Roughly 15 

students from the club gathered to enjoy 

homemade French crepes and goodies while 

listening to some Holiday carols.  
 

Bonnes fetes et bonne annee 2020! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZqV2s5FuQ-I&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aEogjPxjySo&feature=youtu.be
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